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Another reason for such marriages are the various types of so-called companion marriages, both
religious as well as political which are the implacable enemies of faith and the Catholic Church. That type
of companion reaches everywhere to factories and offices, to stores and schools. Such people are
fervent and enthusiastic followers of the party; they follow the principles of Marx, Hegel and Stalin. They
have no faith, absolutely no religion. They poison the minds of those with whom they meet. They pour
petty annoyances and blasphemies upon God and they mock and scoff at all the regulations and
prohibitions of the Church at every step of the way. There is no holiness among them. Marriage, in their
eyes, is nothing more than the joining of human animals. These kinds of people also add on to the mixed
marriages. Here, also a significant role is played by teachers and professors, especially in high schools
and universities.

People who are without God, without faith are therefore, without morals. The American
institutions of education are teeming with such supposedly educated pagans and atheists. Naturally,
they are wiser and more intelligent than God Himself. Unpunished, they sow great handfuls of moral
cockle. What is most painful and most fatal is the alarming fact that such people who are mentally and
morally bankrupt are building the characters of the future generation.

| receive so many letters from our young people who are students complaining about this type
of atheistic instructors. This is a letter that | received in February from some young girl: “I have had so
many communist and pagan instructors in the course of my higher education, that | wish, and it is really
high time that someone would purge our educational institutions of these deadly poisoners of our
American youth.” They, among others, create candidates to get involved in mixed marriages.

As sources of these reasons for mixed marriages, we must add the unheard of recklessness,
frivolity and thoughtlessness with which these above mentioned acquaintances and relationships arise.
A young girl or a young man works in a place where the majority of people are of other faiths. During
the week they work very hard. Therefore, on Sunday both he and she need to take a break, to rest and
to recreate. Through the mediation of their companions, and persuaded by them, they go with them for
amusements, games and dances. There, very quickly, in fact too quickly, each meets up with some sort
of treasure without whom they cannot live or as Americans say — they fall at first sight. Suddenly with
that same tempo, God, faith, church, prayer and the warnings of parents all is forgotten. They don’t
even ask what religion this indispensable treasure professes. So, a mixed marriage is already prepared.
There is no time to worry about religion. Furthermore, /love is the bottom line. And religion? that’s just a
trifle.

Finally, the custom has spread in our schools and | don’t know where this started but, that every
fourteen year old boy or girl must have his or her boy or girl friend. This is so generally accepted, that
even parents, in their conversations with their little darlings discuss their boy-friends and girl-friends not
only casually but with full satisfaction. And then we wonders why sexual crimes are spreading like fire,
that assaults, violence and murders are daily happenings, that such dissolution reigns among the youth
who are still in school.
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Unfortunately, this moral infection has broken out in the halls of our Catholic schools especially
those schools of higher education because today that is the style, and we are not allowed to be left
behind. Already today there is no place in our schools for the commandments of God and the Church.
Parents do not have time nor do they want to be concerned about the religious matters of their
children, therefore Americanization, but not in the good meaning of that word, moves forward at a
hurried pace, making religious and national openings. At the sight of this devastation, our enemies are
gleefully rubbing their hands and jumping for joy.

Are we going to allow, are we willingly going to swallow elements that are inimical, to us at
every step of the way? Here are the ten commandments which can not only diminish, but they can
prevent our extinction which threatens us through mixed marriages. | didn’t create these regulations.
They come from the lips of Professor Waredyka.

1. Remember to love and cherish your holy faith above all else because as a Catholic you cannot
be saved without it. “He who does not believe will be damned.”

2. Pray often that you may persevere in faith “he who perseveres till the end, will be saved.”
3. Honor and love your holy Church. Keep all of the commandments of the Church.

4. Remember that God gives you children that you may raise them for God and for heaven. The
road on which you and your children can travel is the Catholic Church. Whoever raises his
children outside of the Church he obstructs for them the road to heaven. Do not take away from
your children their Mother on earth and in heaven, their Father. St. Cyprian wrote — “Who
doesn’t have the Church as Mother, such a person does not have God as a Father.

5. Under no circumstance shall you agree for your children to recklessly enter into mixed
marriages.

6. Respect the sacrament of marriage and be on guard over the fancies and impulses of your
heart.

7. Do not delude yourself saying: “Mixed marriage is not sinful” or “We all believe in the same
God.”

8. Keep close watch over your heart so that no feelings that are lowly, unworthy and
dishonorable may enter.

9. Do not look at those things which people desire, but instead consider that which is your
obligation, what God demands of you.

10. Do not seek worldly goods and the praise of others but seek the spiritual goods, those goods
and benefits that are eternal because that is the true goal of your life.

In ending today’s talk, because | intend to return to this topic in the near future, everyone is
able to judge that the tolerance and the width of opinions with which a Catholic man or woman justifies
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his or her mixed marriage proves that they were not only temporarily enchanted and blinded, but at the
same time, they did not have a full understanding of their faith, nor do they understand the place of
religion in man’s life and the duties that it imposes on that person’s life. At such a declaration and that
which goes with it, | have no doubt that some man or woman will grumble angrily: “Such talk is hard,
who can listen to it?”

| admit that it is hard and during these present times, it is not completely understood, but it
contains a lot of truth. Conform to it and you will find blessing, happiness and eternal life in it.
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March 26, 1950
| greet all of you, my dear country men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

As a reason for today’s talk, | present excerpts from certain letters that | received during the
past few weeks. | begin without further delay: “Father Justin, please explain to young people why they
should not enter into mixed marriages, because | married a non-Catholic five years ago. My parents
refused to give me permission, but | was very stubborn and we got married in the rectory. He signed all
the required papers before the wedding. We were both working in the factory. He had a good job and
he promised me that | will have it very good with him, but he deceived me.

It was just a few months after the wedding that he began to skimp in giving me money from his
pay. He began to frequent taverns with various girls. | know that for certain because they used to call
him on the telephone and they wrote him letters. When | protested, he showered me with abuse, called
me the worst of names and several times he beat me and blackened my eyes. He also forbid me to go to
church on Sundays.

He never returned home from work on time and | never knew what awaited me. | really thought
that in time he would settle down and come to his senses, but he only kept getting worse. He never took
me anywhere because he insisted that he would have to explain to everyone as to why he had married a
Catholic girl who was also Polish. He was ashamed of me. We had two children and therefore he always
complained that children are not needed because they cost too much.

In February he left me, leaving me penniless with the children. He went to a lawyer go get a
divorce. The lawyer wrote me a letter saying that my husband wants a divorce because | am a trouble-
maker and very quarrelsome. Now, | cannot forgive myself for having married such a person.”

In a second letter, among other things | read, “My first husband was a man without faith. |
married him in court because he didn’t want to get married in front of a priest. We lived together for
two years. The he took off and left. When we were living together, he drank heavily and | didn’t have a
moment of peace. He harassed me and my conscience bothered me. | went back to work in an office
because I’'m skilled in that type of work.

1 am only twenty-five years old. Now | became friends with a non-Catholic man. He is a good
person and treats me kindly and politely. He is coaxing me to get a divorce from my first husband and
then to marry him. He knows that | am a Catholic.”

It would probably be superfluous for me to express myself in this instance. Yet, here is another
pearl, written by the hand of a seventeen year old, modern Mademoiselle. “At the school prom, | got to
know a non-Catholic boy who is not Polish. He is the son of parents who are very wealthy. | go out with
him on a regular basis. My parents are against my going out with him and they scold me, especially my
mother, but | make nothing of it because we love each other and would not be able to live without each
other. Whether anyone likes it or not, we are going to get married. My parents don’t know that this is
free America and | can marry whomever | please. | have a right to my own life and no one has the right
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to dictate to me with whom | can associate or whom | can marry. This is my personal business.
Furthermore, that’s what American courts are for.” Now, on to my talk entitled:

A POISONED SPIRIT

Sometimes when | am in the company of Catholics of other nationalities such as Irish or German,
they question me in a mixed tone of spitefulness and peevishness: “What is going on with your people?
Why are there so many mixed marriages and civil marriages among them? How do we know this? From
reading the lists of marriage licenses which appear in the newspapers. Your young people are truly
becoming Americanized full steam ahead. There are more and more mixed marriages among your
people and a constant decrease in the number of children in your families. As a result, every year there
are fewer children in the schools and there are more and more empty school desks. Your people are
committing religious suicide.”

And | have to listen to that, swallow it and be ashamed because the facts are exactly such true
and real. One cannot argue against facts. Say whatever you want, but history confirms another loudly
screaming fact mainly, that among our people, faith is not only closely, but most closely tied in with
one’s nationality. For this reason, regardless of what others think, | am strongly convinced that mixed
marriages are digging for us a huge, general religious and national grave. It is happening exactly at the
time when, here in the United States, thanks to a natural evolution, the doors to careers and advanced
in every field are opening wide, both in politics as well as in Church. How painful it is to a person when
he must helplessly look at that which our predecessors, both spiritual and secular, had built up with such
effort and dedication over the past fifty years and more and today, it is crumbling and falling apart to
the joy and happiness of those who are unfriendly toward us. All of our associations, fraternities and
clubs are fading away. Our newspapers are failing and those which are still alive lead a consumptive life.
Our schools are getting empty but, maybe it is better because they will stop singing according to the
melodies of Job and Jeremiah.

It is no secret why mixed marriages are multiplying and spreading so much in our times. For the
past twenty some years, not because of any fault of ours, we lived in real ghettos, most often in the
poorest suburban areas. A natural feeling of self-defense forced us to join hands with one another and
to staying together everywhere and in everything. But, when the present generation began to grow
their feathers, the walls of the ghetto began to crumble. Up until that time, with the exception of the
workplace, our people had very little contact with people of oOther nationalities and other faiths.

Their entire social life centered around the parish, among their own kind of people.

But from then on, because of their progress in many interests and professions, access to those
others who were behind the fence or the wall be3came easy. Then our people began to associate with
people of other faiths not only at work, but also in various professions, sports, games and
entertainments.

In addition to this, families who had prospered a little, moved out of their poorer areas into
areas that were considered much better. This never meant anything else but the fact that this area was
populated by people who were neither Polish nor Catholic. This migration of our Polish people into
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areas which we can say were beyond the boundaries of faith and being Polish brought us incalculable
losses. Entire families were lost. Our young people, imbued with the spirit of American wantonness,
educated in schools which only care about the mind and the body and completely neglect the heart and
the soul, are growing up to become people who are physically simple, clever ;and quick but morally
bankrupt. Such families, in the greater majority, very quickly cease being the stars and the mainstays of
religion and decency. So what happens? This all leads to mixed marriages.

Not too long ago, a certain Episcopalian Pastor wrote that — “the present trend is so modern and
progressive to such a degree, that it tends to pour all the beliefs, all the systems of education and all
nationalities into one. Beyond that there is nothing more false, more absurd or more dangerous.”

Our American youth, not excluding our own, are already infected with these poisons. Faith,
language, customs and habits are second rate. Morality, honesty, chivalry and dignity are things that are
not understood, are derided and mocked. Our young people laugh at all of the reprimands, warnings
and counsels and they translate everything with the freedom, tolerance and the American democracy.
These and similar arguments, despite the fact that they cannot absolve any young citizen from certain
duties they owe towards God, themselves and their neighbor, they deafen their conscience, blunt their
mind and open the door to a life that is broad, wanton, always raw and therefore unhappy.

But, let me return to our topic. Our young people everywhere we can say that at every step of
the way, meet and must meet with people of other faiths and people of other nationalities in factories,
offices, stores, warehouses, theaters, games and amusements; everywhere; everyday, from early
morning until late at night. Our young people must draw close to these people, they must be in touch
with them, they must associate with them and often they must play with t hem. All of that leads to a
certain acquaintance, a familiarity. At first it may be insignificant, superficial, maybe without any further
thought as to what it can lead to. From these acquaintances there is always a required politeness, a
respect that is more often insincere, and finally a love that is often one-sided, sometimes mutual, of
which Professor Weredyk writes: “A love that is purely earthly and natural, not having any connection
with the supernatural love of God — with that love which is demanded of every person. “Thou shalt love
the Lord God with your whole heart, your whole soul and your neighbor as yourself.” Whoever
remembers this commandment which becomes for every Catholic male and female a severe obligation,
such a person will not allow any love into his heart which does not agree with the love of God or is
directly inimical to God.

Presently however, the American youth are so modern and advanced to such a degree that they
seldom take God and the commandments into account. They even consider less the morality flowing
from faith while they compOletely disregard the advice and the warnings of their elders, who are
experienced and favorably disposed to them. Today’s youth, riding the unbridled steed of American
tolerance, which tolerates everything except that which is Godly, feverishly crave for the usage of
pleasures and delights. They demand this, they pursue this and wherever they meet it, they seize it
there, without looking about at anything, not paying attention to anything and not asking about
anything more. A liking, based on a pleasing politeness, making advances superficially, whether at work
or at friendly entertainments, draws a Catholic to a non-Catholic, and a non-Catholic to the Catholic
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making this almost always the cause of familiarity, of taking advantage of a person and finally ends up as
a mixed marriage, How many of our girls and boys have fallen into the snares of marriage due to blind
infatuate ion and a momentary intoxication.

When it comes to that point where the girl stubbornly insists that I can’t live without him and
when a young man declares she must be mine and no one else’s then, at that point, all reprimands are
useless and the most sincere warnings are of no avail. In such a case, absolutely nothing helps. When a
young man or a young girl value his or her pleasure and material benefits above the good of their soul,
then undoubtedly such a one is trampling his most holy obligations and is opening wide the door to
misfortune and loss.

What causes, what brings about such views and attitudes? Religious indifference, a wrong
understanding of tolerance and the proof of our popular Polish saying — You become just like the person
with whom you associate.

Now, please understand what | am saying concerning this matter. | am not insisting that we
should remain in Polish ghettos, sealed off from other nationalities, that we should keep far away from
people of other faiths, that we should have no contact with them and just ignore them because such
conduct is not Christian, it is absurd and impossible. But in everything despite everything we should
maintain and value faith and live according to that faith. We should keep that faith and guard that faith.
This is why | am reminding our young people of the admonition that the great St. Ambrose gives them.
He wrote — “In contracting a marriage, above everything else, one must look at their religion. Beware of
marrying one who is foreign to your faith.”

Another reason for mixed marriages is a lack of knowledge of the results of mixed marriages. A
Polish girl, deceived by sweet words, blinded by courtly manners, falls in love with a young elegant man
who knows no religious principles or else he is indifferent to any religion, or he belongs to some sect
which teaches everything that is human but nothing or very little of what sis divine. His religion is so far
away from her religion, as far as the North Pole is from the South Pole.

Despite that, the girl, wanting to quiet her conscience which stands in the road and admonishes,
threatens and begs her, she explains to herself that . . . but, there is no evil in this. | will remain Catholic
like I always was and | will raise the children, at least partially, as Catholic. He promised me that. He will
keep his word. He will not deceive me. And when she has already given her word and perhaps even more
than her word, then they wed either in the presence of a priest or else, as so often happens they go to a
civil court, before a judge, a sheriff or a squire.

The priest must agree even though he knows what kind of danger to which she is exposing
herself. The priest knows very well how much the promise of such a young man given before marriage is
worth. If the priest has the courage to tell her the truth, the young girl will undoubtedly cut him short
saying — “America is a free country. This is not Poland. Father, you can say whatever you want, but I’'m
doing what | want.”
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Another reason that is of no less importance in facilitating mixed marriages is forgetting about
the importance of faith in our life, in plain words we disregard faith. “My intended, or as is commonly
stated today, my boy-friend is not an unbeliever, says the girl. He is a Protestant believer. He cares very
much about his religion, just as | do mine. Finally, he as well as |, believe in God.”

This means the same if someone said that gold and gilded copper are one and the same thing. A
true ten dollar bill and a counterfeit one are they both the same? This is a picture of evident religious
indifference which under the appearance of tolerance and love of neighbor, it does so much wrong to
faith and works so much evil in the Church. Everything is not the same as to who serves God and what
does he think of the Lord God. By no means is everything the same whether children will be brought up
as Catholic or not. It is very evident that whoever has such ideas has absolutely no idea of the sanctity,
nobility and dignity of life together in a Catholic marriage. A Christian married couple should help one
another to achieve heaven by their complete understanding and sincere cooperation. But here, they
must both hinder each other.

Still another cause of mixed marriages is deceit and even force. The most frequent means is a
hypocritical promise. How many people of other faiths have made such holy and solemn promises
before the wedding. But once the latch had fallen then they excuse themselves in words similar to
these: “No, | never took this seriously.” “I had to make that promise otherwise there would be no
wedding.” Compulsion never binds anyone.” “My position, my office, or my business does not allow me
to keep such a promise.” “I can’t keep such a promise and therefore what is impossible is not binding.”
Such excuses go on endlessly. The pleas and tears of the poor Catholic party do not help, they are
useless. She allowed herself to be deceived; she was cheated. There is a good example in history which
is also repeated in present times on the scene of married life.

When Charles |, the heir to the English throne who professed the Episcopalian faith, wanted to
marry the French princess Henrietta, the Holy Father granted them a dispensation under the following
conditions: “The Queen and her followers will freely practice her religion. Her official chaplain will be a
Catholic bishop. The King, James |, obligated himself under a solemn vow that he will never urge her or
her children to deviate from their religion. All of the Queen’s servants must be Catholic and all of her
children must be exclusively under the Queen'’s care until they reach the age of fifteen. Along with this,
all of the priests and laymen who are presently imprisoned in England because of their faith must be
restored to freedom”

Very often egoism, vanity and the desire for a career, for comforts and the like play a role
leading to a mixed marriage. A Catholic girl becomes acquainted with a non-Catholic whose father is an
official or some sort of specialist or industrialist. She sees that such a mixed marriage will give her an
abundance of good things, comforts and a high standing in society and so the Catholic surrenders.
Despite presentations and insistence, despite all the begging and the qualms of conscience, this person
does not hesitate in his/her choice, just like Esau for a bowl of lentils, they too, sacrifice the good of
their soul for temporal comforts. Such are the people who through vanity, ambition and greed, in a very
short time lose every trace of faith in their heart.




